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important, for it involves a critical examination of each
element of the plan from the standpoint of its logic, as well
as from that of its architectural effectiveness. It may well
happen that during this process the designer may decide
largely to recast his plan, finding that some important con-
sideration is neglected on account of the general solution
which he has adopted. It is at this stage, too, that elevation
and section will be more closely examined, though naturally
the trained architect will not have neglected possibilities
of elevation and section from the outset, it being hardly
necessary to stress the fact that consideration of plan should
never be divorced from that of elevational form,

One of the chief aids to the architect in the pursuit of
order is understanding of the importance of the ' axis/

The axis is an imaginary line which is established on the
plan diagram to fix in the mind of the designer major and
minor lines of plan development; it is a visual reminder,
on paper, of certain sequences of space (rooms, halls, cor-
ridors, etc.) which the architect thinks desirable to relate to
each other in an important or emphatic way.

The architect has, in his schedule of planning require-
ments, certain units which are related to, and dependent upon,
each other. This relationship sets up a sequence of activities
which on the plan are typified by communications, services,
separate or mutual dependencies. This sequence of events
demands development, for it is an outstanding feature of the
problem. The connecting line in this sequence, drawn on
the paper image of the plan, is the axis. The axis is, there-
fore, a line illustrative of intended development.

In monumental and formal planning, it frequently hap-
pens that the line of development passes through the centre
of the building, because the activities of a large building are